DOUBLE TEST: HOT HATCHBACKS

In a spectacular upping of
the hot-hatch stakes
Volkswagen have given the

_Golf BT 16 vahves and
140bhp, while a potent
1.9-litre engine gives
Peugeot’s 205 GTi 130bhp
and 130mph potential. We
discover how they handie
their substantial extra power
—and which 1s fop dog -
in 3 parallel test
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VW GOLFGTI 16V

Wolkswagen's ol GTi has
inhwarys i ntrand satos. Evar since
i first sppsared in Britsin, in 1678, i
siood o an BB own, olleing the
farmaly man the prictality of Goll's
popular hatcnback, with parkanr e
tor satighy his compeiitive inghncs

It was an alluring, iroxicatng
blerd: snce thase fimstl rohl-hend
drive axmmples appeanad  over
2550 nave besn soid in e L

Ceher mamilaciirens havs tnod 15
kpnp up = nombly Ford and Vawchall
with Escorl XA3 and Asra GTE - Gl
i Gall GTi has remainsd king of
tha hot haic s The positon Volks
waigen esrove o rmalnain by
inoreasing the engina's sz from
16000 to 1BD0ce when 1ha hark 2
carms upon the mardet I our
Puscuat 1654 Esue v pitled this new
| f-librg version sgainst sorme of il
rAgr rivals which Fad appearsd n
resposn o VU R hat haich inifitive,
They indluded fie Fus Birade Abarth
130MC, Ford Escar XFDI, Lamoia
Oelw HF Turbo, and Vaushall Asira
GGTE 'Was the Golf still fops - espac-
alty g s mcoreased [T000 maore
ot it et prica ¥ e conchucted that
i was ‘the mincarmated GTi proves
ilsell every bil a8 worllty as il ilus-
tricus forabesr |

hicre than swo years on, we find
oursebas asking similar questicns
in respones o VWS nles| crealon o
r@nlain thesr number org posilion;
15 1 B-lRre T wilh 18 vahe hasd,

The heat of the matier - lhe
enging itsall - & a deveiopmant of
Volkswagen's EASST engine fhat
first maw Eght of day in 1672 Since
thisn, VW have buill mom (han 97
il e i vl cuis Quises.

‘Work pegan on the 18 wilve some
frve yoars ago, and appeared beo
years |eber in @ Sdrocto GY, Snca
whon Wwrihnr modifications Rawn
been rrade o it including the adop-
bon al & roller chain b drive he
overhaad camshahs

The meed (el & mada ol alum-
nitm wilh quite & namow profike
This in dum, in pad. & i eyt of
the wvalves, The pair of oxhaes
valves ara placed warlcally, while
the pawr ol el valvas are canbed
over by 28 dogrpes. Hydraubc tep-
pibls maan that the 18V nesids no
pakra trips 0 this sanice bay, nequir
ing) thé samea (Mervals - 20,000 miles
— a8 the rest of ihe Vil range.

Bt this engime  Sechnology
doesn't come cheap: the GT 16V
welghs In now at a befy 11217
pounds, and 48 of your hard-ammed
pasnies. Thals a ot of maney far &
mochos car — especially @ hal halck
pack K's cose on ho Mrousans

more fhen tha squivalen
might valve wersion. and just ovwer
E1000 mave than e frve door alghl
ik Gall T

S0, apam from an extra alght
wahves. what mire oo you ger™ Well,
oy
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Fhaang'a ceniral (ocking (buf irom tha
drivers sddo anlyh, slechic o
winckmws, and siesl shiding Surraal
and timod giass. PRMEps more im-
pontantly, there's the 16 ingignas on
tha Franl grila, on e glove box, on
the: rear hatch, an the kiey 1ok, and if
you |1t T Bannet, an th cam caves
thewe's DOHC 16V n red on the
geaming aluminum, The efied,
mough, is sompwhal affsst by the
raugh-lawn heat shiald metal plaks
on this ronl bulkhomd, altusted juat
iehimd this exhaist mandold. Sucha
crude plece of workiEnahip (ooks
out of plate in an enging bay whise
afficiency is the ordar of the day
Olhiirwae, there's litlo olen o dia-
timguish whis 138chp OT from s
11hhp sablemats. For theme: ha
believe subSety i5 the right coursa,
rather than broadcasting a Gu's per-
tormance loudly doen the side, this
iaet will come as somdalheng ol &
ielel s purformance potestial is
nicely undersieiad Wal e, SusEl

atance ghwos you & hind of what o
e fram behind tho whool
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It may saerm amost eredical not o
v b 16 valva G our full five-star
raling - throw your hamds up In
hotroe, whille we cover awr heads
with sackcipth. B, horres of hor-
mrs, we actusly found the GTI
{whisper if) disappainting

e nal hal the GT ign't sonsalio-
nally quick in 16 volve rim B s in
our fimed  O-80mph  runs  we
maneged o beler e offclal
figuress, e i marginalty, with a
TATsec dash (Vollawagen Cdam
Timnca], athough we found Gur-
seves imph shorl of the siated
10mah top spesd. And often wou
find yourss it travelling much quicksr
than you meghl imagine, is acl
spead baing surprisingly decepive.

ifs jusi that the Resdbiity and
gwasress ol ey sghl vlve ca
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spoms 0 e missing. The
requires mom offort from B driver,
and s i in part due 1o the charss-
l&f|stice af tha W vakag lnpaul

ir gt valve wim, the GTi's gu-
ot i 112bhp &t S500mm. Turning @
the 16V,  prodices much more -
{38hhp = but rmuch highar up tha re
FEFRE Al BI00rpem. Targ e charachs
Blie  comparsons  alsn Ak
intrezsting reeding, 0o The eigh
valva pushes oul 115b & &t an |
abrmord ideal 3100pm. The 16V, on
tha othor homd, mises e orge
figuee 0 1Z350L & but this ony
ECimLEs in whan This engine B wrming |
crvier 8 & ratheT hagh s80pm,

MHow YW claim 10 nave kept tha
mym Torque charclrisic as the |
mighl vk, bl juat improved thetop |
end responss. Ths & urdoubiedy
&, it in roslity, BecauEe e 1S
v lnune spesd is all looused 0
the narmaw Band above S00rpm. §
driver cften finds himaal! drepeing
down o Gear o teés 1o koop tho mow

Wit Gar? Mhach 1087
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seoedaraior. B cossn maier vl
el Qahr, pusl Noor el Thiolhs &
sparance ke off With e GTi
Y, WO T TG TS CONSSCEDLA Ol
TAking Sufe poune in i o)
Jir poiibde 10 gl ey most hrom
Tt top ond jorgue. The owerall e m-
RO Teaiakors, 8 TE! Dofioee
andd lorgues Ml bsen ascrliced for
op énd performante ~ alifhough N
resality that st T Cass

Algn on Iy e fle & s
msiness of e 18 wahe molos
Mérgé 3 D doubling Thal all Foss

TRlvEE e working furiously vy
ATl of DebeCieTaiel Quill @closddreily

Ao " Wi on Tl

reisy Gl SOO0GEE (wiheth, Seien
lly, oqualss o Kmph n B
wa:l - - - -
HANDLING AND RIDE
aeBew

Thrs & Somadhing very MEssuing
aboul sepping o & Soll GTi -
whalhor pight valv or 18 valve Flck
ety Brioan, Dhp B IrDERE RN Pepar
s Irsg SO oM e baan e
oS Then pull Svwly &N Hedr e
panta il as thosn low protile Pir
il FEa pEEs over pol Hohes o G
sk orpeclirraseila m P road

Thé tawghl, finm Spmnging meaars
thaat soma rosd EToguilaritos are
pamsed Frough inlo e driving
cabsn, bul &l P Same B you SRR
gmile Smugh O yourssl 6 e
kncriacpn tharl you re @l 1 Wil
of [ peRrice AN Car, T COoRmaring
il i | i ) i CTy D LB GpRT g

Pusiesd really hidd Wrough b
cormaes. and thon some body ol
mighi s 0 roar whosl inEng o

Dty P iy
Five el
ey GG
N T
T
[Fatary -y ST
SR e AT
s, o s
P T
W) PPt
(TS PO
AT
e e T b
L
DOC 0
el gl
Capel (5T AR
Sasciorrg T
L
DT

D i S Dl
L pepilli Pl
A RSED LE
T ol P
P

wagghe ds back Fusiis, But rodlly P
s of adhesion are Quio superh

i e mmanees sade. Phowaghs, BoengLas
A WS el Mol endoer on
damp Sriates. I IR0 v
Ul Cormdisrabie duness. 10 irans
b a0 ol hal 130D i inneans
fradBoe, NFSl Ol Sl SNAACen]) OFip
thaen thae oftor calching
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Thiws i [ b gk o Tl P
been said bedore. One ol the Goll's
sirpnges] pakires has Doen ds lopd
carnyng aliliby

Burprsang, hough, in A car oosl
ing owmer £11,000, thad you hawe ©
Py axirm = C210 axira. no loss = lor g
SEl0 ok e saal el dy
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VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTi 16V

B DE phassTied Wil S0 My
blankmd off sesiches Trua, Heare are
alaciric Font wandows, Dul on he
wihdle e inlerol (8 Quitd Sparan -
geoormy  abmeDsl.  Oekpibe he red
peping on e aaats

Anothser Gripe B e cenirgd lock-
i Thes oniby wederls b Hhe direir s
sile. Mardly the heng o impress. #
oRol Rupang haipad your chammeng
lady cut ol e side hugging saals
you thean Mave 10 dass badk rdwund 1o
the ervlir & sl 00 WOCk They Car
Theiner i s e WoaC o by fele] Cal

The steoding B also atrociously
hanyy af paErking spesds. athough
once Favaihing &1 speisd, Drovions
il thely CorFEcy Bt ol loell e
nlmodd sdadl geacirg @ gusl ower
Ehrese e kadn 1o ook

COSTS
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It s guite rermarkalble hal & car ol
IFas Typelt, wilhi Saich Spoeting abdty
should sill be able o reluemn o hussl
Ferms of B smetgin ovar A0mipg o
o lima wih the car. Even @ pou
push Fe Car realby hand, || sesms
Lin i ey o e e Beinloray i

Troe fhaaid & W B TRCHF
apa rom a 0000 mile habricatcn
visil, wour GTI 18 nebds & major
sl orily svery 20000 miles On
iha demer side, fhough. pars an
lilidy 5 b on T Fegh fada

Tradionally, Volkswagens Fold
fhedis pore0is. vl §0 OENBTENDN &
el Whaly 60 Ded B SEgnihcant iackor
Inchomd, ccaneticloeri ngp e oy vemiteng
limits dpr nas T 16V = deaslrvary e
i BT TNETE RSN §00 D gl
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Thaera 5 e doubing Tal the labes
packaging of the GT & & hghly
desirable molor car Bul probaliy
oo M AT FRAARONS:

I/ Gur oosnson, B dificul® o beal
e aagll vaihel OTe i & el Selcerg
of hal haadchess s psriorTnances, &
faxibie, seeet pulling engine, and
] Tty Sl ing BbekRy

Alhough the 18 vahwe GT & wn
doubledly quickes, IS Dowed Bdviln-
tmpes are handly werth e £2000
ar i Srvine (Pl e 00T S YEhE
ayfic b hoaslen. @ ross] B gaen & longiate
Shis 18 va e newooimes

Whase the 18 vabes 088 count
sugh, i o S of prashge B =
e Lmlers] omeDoded, M FHGNE Cad 0D Deb
Spen i Y ou Can pour Stodn on ond-
nary' GTE drivess = ol alone RN
il wlhesn youd anhes e Car
i of yowr ocal pub o & Sy
lunchieme drink. And just make Sene
witlin OFdeing your pinl had you
tarce B Spetall ke ik on (b bar,
e bt for Olheers 0 o thae T
iFetaiireg Foor in thasi ool abakons
e s il Soubling hal TS & P
right car o have Bul &5 & plece of
nginmorng. it it s cold
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Sica in Wonderiand's Che-
shina cal i3 padhaps thie 1 3Himre 205's
closost paralial, fior ke Carmoll's
fiendish cal when the Pougecs s
GormD orihy M Gren resnaing

Its =Imost as 4 Mg Freanch
angnears had boan guitty of soma
grotapges  mathemabcal ‘mistake
alening o decimal poinl acsdon
Lally 1o Slip e wiong way, wih me
result that their baby car, designed
orginally mround & neal 100
pover unil, onded up with an ongine
Il waas Al indetenly largs lor
it o o haind

Bt msstRlculaton oF nok what &
phonermonal car thet seoming mis-
maieh makesl One hundeed  and
thérty horsepower 5. of course, far
oo midch power for such & smal
maching - al kaasi if's b mose lhan
Efy Sane individus| should aciinliy
] or oould oven sty in i
T e O BvenadEy I]FH-I""IE.

Yat owor since tha firsd Farmily 205
showed the potantal of Peugoct's
cheasses, had desire ar mones povss
hizs bean escalaing: the sarly Sbhp
T wenl oy & Sl were in Bhas righl
dingcfion, while the injeciion 1,6 GTi
1] Pl Inwaeedd 1 perimacscd S0 Suipesrl as
i redatne the whale GT) cult. Pau-
el upped Ihal e brom 108 o oa
sizzling 115bhp before anyone had
nad bumes b ek for modn powes and
Ny, Blong wea've aven adjusied o
the lned 186, here's 8 massivaly
taster verson with a 130bhp angina
of no e than IRDECE

G owihsl, pracsaly - apadt Fam
e e OUS, INCIEASE | PErIOITE Mo
and a E1200 price hike b EGE
have Peugaot changed on the 305 o
Bring @ ug o o big boys lewal?

Aparl from the new  enging
mpchanical changes are faw. Faar
brakes mre now diec, e alloy
whioals are of a now pattern, and e
I!ll'll!r alhar axiemal mdckliors of
chainge arg the discreet ' 1.5 badgaes

Even the mtanos shows litle
changn, walh only a Wickor, loathar-
rimmed whesl and laaier-sdged
seaks b0 ghe e game away

Inenerigbiy, mnost  inberest  musl
canlie an i ey engng. Yal dos-
pitm ity high powar cutput of 130bAp
iI's a far from explc it no 16
vBlvEs WiIn  camshans luebo-
charers of inler-conles - jusl a
plain, mingle owerhead cam sighs
valver, electronically njochod and
sgriliad, and placed ranswersety in
e chiassis o drmvee Bha frond whocls
Paak power comeas &t EDXmpm, with
a reve-limiler besping things somaibly
balorw B0 tornus iE IMpressive nol
just in |5 pesk Sgune of 1216 8 o
4TE0rpm but in its ganarcus distri-
bution, with ning-lonihs of ey mas)-
maam valiss availabla pvsr more
thar b s of e niee rang,

To those who are fond of inempret-
img such sialiglica, tho 205's Buros
kzak: highly mncouragineg: not onby 8o
sy pROIEE Ba e peak power —
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With an gulEkanating poreeds bo weighi
i of oegr 150bhp par ton - b
alan e grest Dexibdliy hal's so
often ahsenl inhighlyguned cars.
PERFORMANCE
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Trulh o el aur magenim sooes ol
fiue stare =nt rasly ENCugn 1o do
justioe 10 e aslonishinghy quick
iitte car Sure, the improssion of
spaed is lurlher Peightensd by e
208's firy proporiicns, s low ariving
posibon &nd it laghining resganss,
but with a lop speed beyond the
25mph  mark, accelemalion o
fmph In wndes B socs and 100moh
gvailabis In frpchionally moars En
e rsagacal Asec, ong hardly noods
10 be docwived nbout imapeed

Cheilix almpdy. il is absurdiy last
nol dangercusly 1Bal aggresshely
fad, or oo fst for ity own good:
rather it's nefumlly fast the sot al
oair [haat' s 8 Ao, 50 oxibs Gncd
BO pilErl thel f relahes Spegd Dal

Ef G5 F

doss nol cwprtly dermand iF IUVs jusi
i oy bo drive gontly in fifth goor as
I redlire 1 PErd Enrcaign &l e
rifins, thaugh there is of course no
doubt 5 io which tactic is beer fun

B i surpriging. oo, how cifoeond
in charachs: ;& 19 B from = 16
sablemile. gone & thal peesos
somewhat highly stung delicacy
hiel characiarisnd Fie 16 o bo ré-
plocod by a much bowghor, guisior
feg End & Qeneral impression ol
gromber  ridampbon, especially  al
Bpeed, Vs ome of thobe rEMe CA
whigrn lhoro's always e right goar
for the oocasion thowgh it & aof
s vty kel i this by e LE:]
ENginge s sUperh power deliveny

ol el e axlra gpeod. s o
sasior car ko drive than the 1.8: bo gel
I el cudl al ey sl lpr-gngan o
205 ore hed o be gooo wilh the
paars, quack wi®h tho cluich, keop an
oo on the v counter and really
vl b, o Rarming wally e car, wdiin
the 19 s more of & brute force car

S Ay R s

whach srmply and  sooctaoulardy
gons ~ whanewer, wherever, how
AR e e 1

HANDLING AND RIDE
(1111}

With all the agiity and responsave
e Pl masce e 18 ST such
fabudaus fun, pius & good 0al s
ey andd a rmuch improved mda,
maximunn poina aré 8 forégone
cnrhision loe e 1 36T hare

In a word, Wg one of the very
fuiickas bad-wtumn| drive cars on
tight cowniry rosds VWa've never
lestad aryihing with quitc sech o
apiiude lor H|I:H.-I'Iﬂ moismd Dands g= 0
They werenT mally Fere & ak bbw
athor cars can maich tho 205s lighs
ning resclions, 9 inalan chsnges of
diroion of inceed | sheer clinging
prwer once Sel up in a long, Swillhe
takon curva. Ondy the origined Escon
S Turbs, wilh b= oo alip Iron
ditlorendal, comes chods.

There showld by rights be a flip

Wi T by
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gde bo the 205's sharp-handing
charachksr and indsad there s, 1'%
mErsoUE N oAs meibune — nol pernaps
pa odgy A= e constant roaclions o
liniés? stmaring mMoWoments (esan on
thie moloreaty) wauld have ang &
itigdly imaging - bl Righlty sirung &l
g marm. THee MErwOLISNAESS & parily
dacepthve, much baing dup o tha
gefEme  resnondivancss ol fhe
sisaring and (he way 0 which o
frmly Sorung cnesss MRS D
cambar ardd chanm@es In road -
tacar, but very high spood Gos maring
destrs o rie o nal élioehy imegin
ary Twlichinsss ¢losa o e imil

In tha wml (b wheslspin rad e
more  proncunced, ough  &gain
progross cin atll be rapid i the
pomver (8 bromied with resapec rather
than & clursy right 5ot

i al asds up o a car thats
romundoualy alive in feal. mspond
ing o tha drivar's minuies] com-
ks Al h INSABNEARBOUE ECurncy
perhaps it's nol as ioegiving a8, sey,

Whai Car? oo C@l7

e Goll GTI nos roally 8 0l A
AChEnE M ka0l e Deqirners, bl
it's sure 1t o down & ireal with he
paepEranced Nigh-Seed merchants

ACCOMMODATION
e e

Arnnat exgcly thix Same inker|or &%
the 16 - and indead the tamily fve
door s - bul a4 bick or o lows
The reason? Ha 1978 Mgl prics
parte B to consention with Beggor
mican (dlung Nl nadches; Such A8
thee Gl GTw andd w1 g gnea oF spa
i O I"l1|:i.I?| gﬂad I s Bize
the Pasgect misl conoede socond
bt o 118 eCe Pival s

Froni semlE ane now  lesther-
miged and srongly  Suppore
thanks o hmir Ride bolsbering, &0
ghie hickar, beathir-ciml Seanng
whes! makes or a oughar, mors
bminess-ike drang posilion. Teo
doors allew reasonable acoes 10
the rear isol wilh mors space and
comion 1han the cars amall shape

THiD il By T
sy G N rae
o LADGND sl
aw deoreet 1 H
i e b
(TR A
S AT
i 1 T o ]
it et Lrin

woald heve oo realby oxpec

The Boot, too, i very good for a
sportsier, willh ull halchbeck caps-
bility, & deeg, low nading sii, flat
fioor amd cormeensent splitiald seals.

"LIVING WITH THE 205
T T )

Designod ficsl and loremost as & lun
rAF and sucaEding wery wiall in hai
girn, e GT0 will naturally be 8
slimulating machine wigh which o
ghare fime and mileage. Bud h
drean't mean My if's frea from
fauls: in et there arg sowerisl 8
couple of which mighl actually put
i chonsy Duyer aff a 205
Firgi-rmantigmed masS] B T i,
plasfcky nlerar  design wiln
shagdes o britle grey ightog lor pro-
minence - and tho ganuinoly dnead
Il wanbilaton Guily of B capial
crime of being unable o supgy 20l
tresh Baoe boval breadhing alr undess
tho whale eyetern is on full cold IFs
hopeless in the olety Briteh climoso

PEUGEQT 205 GT 19

and counts as eaasily tha 208 single
oSl leakirg.

But once one Q=5 d0wn o e
aciual business of drving and eosiy-
Iy the car, such criliciame becomao
|ess redmvanl. Insasd, ono appraeci
e ey mUch beber ihe ride now
i, howw Friuth QuISiar at spred he
1.8's higher goaring rakes Mg car
el how thin eadra foxibility dispals
ance and lor all o noblan thal high
parformirs  mMust necessrily  De
SCNARMING, fpmperamSental recars.

Yol for all that  is sbll pkiindy &
ot maching, willh an oxhaus
that's boomy an e Mmooy
sieanng Mal's heidy 10F panidng g
widl as aile a fight bo koo hold of
oin & fast. burnpy Wand) ang @ ovr
sanllve throttle which, in canjunc
man Wil ihés Baskiash in tho rans
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