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PEUGEOT 205 T16 SERIE 200
Sold/number built 1983-'84/200
Construction steel monocoque and front
subframe, tubular rear spaceframe, steel
doars and compasite panels

Engine all-alloy, double-overhead-camshaft,
16-valve 1775cc 'four, KKK turbocharger,
Basch electronic fuel injection

Max power 1975hp @ &750rpm

Max torque LB8ib ft @ 4000rpm
Transmission five-speed manual,

driving all four wheels

Suspension coil springs, double wishbanes,
anti-roll bar

Steering rack and pinian

Brakes rwo-pot calipers with ventilated disc!
Length 12t 6in{3820mm)

Width 57t 7in (1700mm)

Haight 4ft 5in (1354mm)

Wheelbase 1 2ft 4in [2540mm)

Weight 25251b {1145kg)

0-60mph & secs

Top speed 1 14mph Mpgn/a

Price new £28,500 Price now £200,000

MG METRO 6R4 CLUBMAN 300
Sold/number built 1985-'86/200
Construction steel chassis and subframes,
GRP steef and alloy shell with integral steel
rollcage and doors

Engine all-alloy, quad-cam, 24-valve 2991cc
V6, Lucas-Micos electronic fuel injection
Max power c300bhp @ c/000rpm

Max torque c25015 ft @ 6000rpm
Transmission five-speed manual,

driving all four wheels

Suspension MacPherson struts,

adjustable anti-roll bar f/r

Steering rack and pinion

Brakes four-pot calipers with ventilated discs
Length 12f: (3657mm)

Width 67t 2in (1880mm)

Haight 4t 11in {1500mm}

Wheelbase 77t 10in {2391 mm)

Weight 220016 {1000kg)

0-60mph 3.2 secs (250bhp Clubman})

Top speed c110-120mph

Mpg n/a

Price new £16,000 Price now £150,000
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Left:upgraded T16
matches the R5200's
straightline urge. Belaw:
Metra BR4 is the only
normally aspirated car
here — the VB sounds
glorious; Clubman-spec
cabin is a curious blend
of road car fixtures and
stripped-out rally weapon

Nicolas and Angelo Marinello to raise the Série
200 to within 50bhp, 721b ft and 3091b of works
Evo 1 specification. The downside was that it
added a whopping £39,500 to the £28,500 price-
tag. The kits (only 25 were produced) also
ensured brakes, steering and suspension could
cope with its 300bhp “four’ without it spitting
you offin a plume of tyre smoke and profanity.

Naturellement, you sit on the left and the
dashboard, a modified early production 205
unit, is packed with instruments. It stylishly
bridges the gap berween the R5200 geezer and
the leather-clad sophisticate of the Sport quat-
tro. After a brief high-pitched Peugeot whinny
from the starter, the exhaust is deliciously loud.
‘The note romances your ears as the turbo
swooshes and the wastegate snorts and sniffs.
Pedals are positioned for dancing feet and the
gearbox has six short rados. To drive, it is
glorious — enjovable, tractable and beguiling.

It does feel more diminutive, though, and the
narrow-gate, short-travel gearchange demands
concentration. The front end feels nervy and
twitchy — possibly due to too much spring
poundage and not enough weight - but the T16
seems far lighter and more responsive than the
RS200. Steering feel, speed and chassis trn-in
are beautifully judged. The rear is faithful yet
adjustable on the throttle. It rides well and,
thanks to its shorter gearing and upgraded

engine management, doesn't feel noticeably
slower than the R§200, despite the Ford’s power
advantage. Even the weighting of the control
surfaces is beyond reproach.

Cast an eye over Mark Donaldson’s MG
Metro 6R4 Clubman 300 and clearly there isa
difference between PT'S’s Group B approach
and that of Austin Rover Group Motorsport.
If the Série 200 hides its motorsport genes well,
the Clubman 300 does the exact opposite.

The Very High Performance Derivative
(VHPD) of the Metro was overseen by John
Davenport and designed, with input from
Patrick Head at Williams Grand Prix Engineer-
ing, to fill the gap left by the retired Triumph
TRT V8. At first, thoughts involved fitting a
Rover V8 under a rear-drive Metro’s bonnet,
before 2 more sensible mid-engined alternative

was suggested by Head - the six-cylinder rally
four-wheel drive (6R4),

Early prototypes were powered by three-
quarters of a Rover V8 uniil the quad-cam V64V
was ready. Unusually for Group B, the 6R4 was
naturally aspirated becanse, when the project
started in 1981, it was felt that forced induction
added complexity and unreliability. In standard
Clubman tune, the V64V was capable of 250bhp;
in International specification it could realise up
to 410bhp (unfortunately, as turbocharging
gained reliability and power, the MG was left
behind). Tiwo hundred 6R4s were built between
Angust and October 1985, with the car being
homologated by FISA from November. As with
the RS200, the 6R4 just ran out of time follow-
ing a long gestation and early troubleshooting.

Homaologation Clubmans were sold as kits to
the public for around £40,000 (price negotable)
and required some DIY assembly. The problem
was, Austin-Rover had a lot of unsold 6R4s when
the axe fell on Group B. The company negoti-
ated a stay of execution on national rallies,
provided cars were limited to 300bhp. Enter the
Clubman 300, 2 6R4 that was advertised at just
£16,000 ~ again with room for haggling - that
unsurprisingly sold out within 10 months.

1f the 300 lack of trim and Belga livery
doesn’t ger the blood excited, then donning
headphones certainly gets cells fizzing, The
engine is started. [t whoops into life. Gran
turismpo refinement isn't in its brief.

Everything is physical about the 6R4; it feels
more like sparring than driving. If changing gear
in the T'16 1s a flex of the wrist, hereitsajabfrom
the shoulder. The hefty steering’ responses are
electricand those wide front tyres scrabble over
imperfections. The 6R4 darts this way and that,
undl it is calmed at bigger speeds by the aero.
Unlike the others, the pedal needs a kick in the
guts to really ger the brakes working.

The sharp-edged howl from the V6 is intoxi-
cating. Power delivery is wonderfully linear.
It's hard to stick to the imposed 7000rpm limit
because the engine revs so freely, provides
such an aural thrill and your concentration is
dealing with multiple demands.

Even in homalogation-run
Clubman spec, the littla
6R4is a manic, axplosive
and addictive machine,
Left: Par Exiund aviating
on the 1986 1000 Lakes

“Take the headset off!” says Donaldson over
the intercom. The howl is now far more intense
— almost uncomfortable, in fact. It feels as if its
in your skull, gnawing away at your brain from
the inside. You can't hear your thoughts but you
can feel yourself grinning like 2 loon.

After a few laps, we swap positions and [ get
into the passenger seat. Itis a mad flurry of noise,
speed and g-force as Donaldson demonstrates
how ductile the 6R4'%s chassis is. Filled with
schoolboy-like glee, I'm reminded of being face-
w-face with 2 new 6R4 atan NEC Motor Show
of yesteryear, wondering if it could ever be as
Impressive as it was imposing, Now [ know.

Itk not often you get to tick four cars off your
bucket list in one day, but which is best? Like a
glurton at Willy Wonka's warehouse, I don't
know where to start. The T16 is the most
complete car - great handling and epic perfor-
mance plus good usability - yet [ was bewitched
by the 6R4, even if only a masochist would
contemplate using it on the road. Then I ask
Donaldson, who reckons that, dynamically,
ithas to the Lancia Delra $4. And if you thought
that the brutal Italian contender had possibly
been overlooked, trn the page now. ..~

Thanks to Alex Koridis; Dovid Ingram at Audi UK;
Simon Rudge Maotorsport; Mark Donaidson:
www.morkdonaldson.com

.
Group B explained
Introduced in 1982 alongside Group N (large
scale series production touring cars} and Group
Allarge-scale production), Group B (series-
production grand touring cars) was intended ta
replace Groups 4 and 5. Cars from the former
were automatically allowed to compete init.
The aim was to attract more manufacturers via
fewer regulations and lower homologation runs
- from 500 to just 200. |t had four classes: B9
(1298¢c or lower),

B10(1300-1599¢c),

B11 (1600-1999¢cc)

and B12 (2000cc

and higher), which

is the one inwhich

the rally versions

of our feature cars

competed. Forced-

induction engines had their capacity multiplied
by 1.4. The class would atso dictate minimum
weight and maximum tyre width.

Acar needed to have at least two seats and
the 200 roadgoing variants had to be produced
in 12 months. Each year, ‘evolution' models were
allowed provided that 20 were made - these
could weigh less and have larger engines. Teams
either built them for use as their own entries or
simply converted 20 of the existing run.
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was essential, so both front
tions were hinged for good
access, and suspension spec
gravel) could be changed qui
s helieved that on!
were sold to the publi
f'r[endl‘,' Ford and single-minded rally jobs-
i ht hit your head on

fser p:da!s are close together and the
short-tempered clutch is either in or out. The
manual steerin meaty and direct, and
demands gre

with handling traits similar to a Sierra Cosworth;
itisa touch oly mth a hint of understeer

is subserﬂcnt to that turl
It is uncouth. It
I s slightly red-
%JOUrpm the dump-valve s
when the clutch is depressed, interrupting the
turbo’s manic swooshing. At 480bhp, the power
of our featured example is rather more than the
standard 240bhp, and getting closer to outputs

Clockwise, from above:
featured car has 480bhp,
which gives eye-opening
performance; rear panel
lifts out of the way for
easy access; central rev
counter in dash: interiar
is recognisably Fard. Inset
above: Blomgyist retired

from 1986 Acropolis Rally

December 2016 Cla

From above: T16' styling
is almast subdued when
compared to the ather
‘three; transverse ‘four’

is mated to a Citroin 5M
‘box; dashboard is based
upan that of the early 205;
orange-on-black dials.
Inset: Timo Salonen an the
1985 Acrapalis Rally

enjoyed by the

VOU t0 EOTEE 0N ac

ing as it is moreish. You leave the RS

lating on what might hav
time and d{"t pmcnt

‘a]l pm|9Lt was hnm under Des O Dt!l
tand Bernard Perron, and came to
at Talbot's HQ in 1

‘The car that would
ome the T'16 made use of (,h sler Europe’s
experience to p te Peugeot’s new
fnrfhreak _OF hatchback. Mid-engined
inspired by
thc ca.m_\_lied Lom: powered Group B lalb-:nt

Horizon and des rl:m.d i} upurnncu 1ght

by

Tw hundrel:l n:mi cars were built. all in
metallic dark grey and powered by a transverse

(actually comprising four individ-
that was developed by Jean-Pierre
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entionits name and there is a
twinkle in the eyes, followed
by a smile. Speaking to
Alex Karidis, owner of the
fearured Peugeot 205 T'16
and Ford RS200, it is clear
that Group B left an impres-
sion: “ lived through that era and wenttoa rally
or two. People don'tunderstand now but, at the
time, these cars were rock stars - they were
bigger than F1. Itwas stupendous, such a buzz.

“I remember sitting at the traffie lights in my
little Honda, when a works RS200 pulled up nest
w0 me with a T16. When they shot off, it was
“Wow!' Itwas in between stages on the Acropolis
Rally and they were puttng on a bit of a show.
Irwas incredible w see them on the road.”

The regulations (see page 101) were few, free
and easy. Engines migrated from front to rear-
mid locations. There wasn't a limit on power or
boost or fuel. Advanced lightweight composite
materials were enconraged, and upgraded ‘Evo’
models were also permitted annually.

‘The resultant specracle was awe-inspiring.
Mighty power. Mind-numbing acceleration.
Huge speed. Heroic crews. Spine-tingling
soundtracks, Wide-bodied machines dancing on
the edge of control - and all coinciding with
improved television coverage. Little wonder the
fans went crazy. In places, crowds swarmed
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stages, playing chicken, getting plastered in dust
trying to touch the cars,

Some entries paid lip-service to their road
cousins by loosely following their silhouertes,
others didn’t bother. The cars built for homolo-
gation and sold to the public - almost as an
afterthought — frequently lost money and were
far from the polished product that their price-
tags suggested. That, however, wasmore than 30
years ago and today, thanks to the efforts of
enthusiasts, these machines live up to the white-
knuckled promise those owners boughtinto,

The lasting legacy of the ur quattro is such
that it flouts the rules of written English —a
proper noun devoid of capital - without come-
back. Sitting in the short-wheelbase Sport, you
are reminded of this when you glimpse the

reflected “quattro’ legend in the mirror. Yet while
this car set the four-legged cat among the two-
legged Group 4 pigeons, newer machines were
starting to cutperform it.

Laneia’s 037 may have been only rear-wheel
drive and somewhar inconsistent, but with the
pairing of Walter Rhrland Markku Alén it beat
Audi to the manufacturers’ title (making it the
last two-wheel-drive machine to do so} in 1983,
Halfway through the 1984 season, competiton
got even tougher with Peugeor Talbor Sport
introducing the four-wheel-drive 205 Turbo 16.

The Audi Sport quatiro, in S1 form, was the
least successful car here because itwas a Group 4
machine with a Group B tckle. The Sport,
however, does make a strong road case for itself
as a two-seater (3’1 with sizeable turbocharged

welly. The rear seats are implausible, a victim of
the wheelbase shortening - 12.6in was removed
for less weight (better distributed), plus greater
manoeuvrability and rigidity. Other differences
include a bodyshell featuring composites,
shorter Audi 80 front doors, a more upright
windscreen, lin-wider alloy wheels under bigger
flared arches and a 306bhp engine running
an exhaust manifold that was designed for the
works cars’ initdal 444bhp output.

Peter Birtwhistle's restyled front end is all
about optimised air-flow, and it accentuates the
thuggish functionalism of the Sport. Yet where
I'm sitting - on Recaros in a two-tone leather-
bound interior on the left-hand side - the
atmaosphere is different. In here, furnished with
a unique dashboard, aesthetically far more
modern than anything on longer quartros, you
cannot see the Sport’s brutal rally atdre.

Audi UK is about to rebuild the transmission,
so kid gloves are donned when working the
clutch, gearbox and throttle. The redline starts
at 7250rpm and there’s a 3bar boost gauge
located between the B000rpm-plus rev counter
and the 300kph speedo. At first, everything is
well mannered and very quattro. The steering is
direct but masked by a slight mushy over-assis-
tance, as if it were one of those old 10p arcade
driving games. Thanks to its immense traction
and short wheelbase, it turns in far more keenly
than memaries of quattros past — this Audi 1s
huge fun, garnished with daily-use practicality.

Good though the Sport’s dynamicsare, its the
twin-cam ‘“five’ that steals the glory. Theresa
gentlewarble at low revs, but as the tacho needle
approaches and passes 4000rpm - cue a spasm
from the boost gauge’s needle - the off-beat
gargle rises in intensity and volume. Lag is
history and everything blurs but the view ahead.

Yes, it rolls and pitches through tighter
corners, but you do have to remind yourself of
the Sport's vintage, We're also getting rather
rapid, so we leave our test track before Stig

Right: turbocharged ‘five'
delivers 306bhp - the
twin-cam cylinder head
was later adopted far the
20-valve version of the
standard quattro. Below:
Fard-owned Ghia was
responsible for styling
the RS200. Steering is
heavy when comering

Blomgvist delusions overcome talent and trans-
fer from the car that could be described as Group
B’ genesis to one of the category’s latecomers.
It also wouldn't have happened were it not for
the quattro, because Ford's director of European
Motorsport, Stuart Turner, might not have
cancelled the much-delayed Escort RS1700°L.
In 1983, Turner held discussions about
the future direction of the company’s rally
programme. The result, the RS200, would use
lessons learnt during the RS1700°Ts troubled
development. Specified by Ford Motorsport's
chief engineer, John Wheeler, and designed to
appear ageless while still looking like a Ford, the
R5200' composite body was built by Reliant,
having heen styled by Ghia with UK direction
and incorporating some Sierra components.
The stressed aluminium-honeycomb chassis
was designed by Tony Southgate and Wheeler.
Unusually, the mid-engined RS200 featured a
front-mounted transaxle and a drivetrain so
complicated - including three limited-slip
differentials - that it would have befuddled
Brunel. Three front/rear torque settings were

AUDI SPORT QUATTRO
Sold/number built L983-'84/214
Construction steel monocogue with steel
and compasite panels

Engine all-alloy, double-cverhead-camshaft,
2133ccinline five! with KKK turbocharger,
Bosch electronic fuel injection

Max power 3060hs @ 5700rpm

Max torque 25816 ft @ 3700rpm
Transmission five-speed manual,

driving all four wheeis

Suspension MacPherson struts, gas dampers.
anti-roll bar rear longitudinal radius arms
Steering power-assisted rack and pinion
Brakes four-pot calipers, ventilated discs,
with anti-lock system

Length 13ft 8in [4160mm)

Width 6ft 1in [L860mm)

Height 4t 5in (1344mm}

Wheelbase 7t Jin (2204mm)

Weight 28001k (1270kg)

0-60mph 4 8 secs

Top spead 155mph Mpg 153

Price new £56,000 Price now £400,000

FORD RS200

Sold/number built 1 985-'86/225
Construction aluminium honeycomb platform
chassis, carbon/glass/aramid-fibre composite
body with steel rollcage

Engine all-zlloy, double-cverhead-camshaft,
16-valve 1803cc four! Garrett turbocharger,
Bosch electronic fuel injection

Max power 240cho @ B000rpm

Max torque 207b ft @ 5500rpm
Transmission five-speed manual,

driving all four wheels

Suspension twin coil springs. double
wishbones, anti-roll bar

Steering rack and pinion

Brakes four-pot calipers, ventilated discs
Length 13ft 1'4in (4000mm)

Width 5ft 9in [L760mm)

Height 47t 4in (1321mm}

Wheelbase 87t 3'/in [2530mm)

Weight 26001b {1180kg)

0-60mph £.7 socs

Top speed 142mph Mpg n/a

Price new £50.000 Price now £200,000
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The Group B era produced unforgettable road cars.
Simon Charlesworth straps himself into contenders
from Peugeot, Austin Rover, Ford and Audi

APH BAXER/LAT




arkku Alén looks across as
I tighten my belts and close
the lightweight door: “First
time in an 342" It is, and
we burble out of the make-
shift service area. “This car
was only finished five days
ago,” he continues, “so there’s not been time to
setitup properly, and its on old tyres.” Theres
a pause as he prods the Lancia’s throttle and the
car leaps forward. “And it’s only producing
maybe 420bhp, but you will get the idea...”

We turn onto the short stretch of road that
has been closed just for us - it helps when the
town mayor is also president of the local motor
club ~ highin the Lombardy hills. Maybe a kilo-
metre long, it a typical country lane, with crests,
changes in surface, quick corners and tight ones
as it makes its way through vineyards and scrub-
land. The locals are well used to rally cars and,
this being Italy, they come out not to protest at
the noise but to appreciate a master at work.

“Olkay,” says Alén, and he once again opensup
the Lancia in first gear, The effect 1s sensational
— even in the split second it takes for your brain
to get over the initial shock of the acceleration,
the car has gone from walking pace toa very high
speed indeed. An 54 will getto 60mph from rest

=
oy

a |

*THIS PARTICULAR
IS ONLY PRODUCIN
MAYBE 420BHP, B

YOUWILL GET THE IDEAS=
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ina little over two seconds, and the proximity of
trees and earth banks intensifies the experience.

Alén isusing more than 8000rpm through the
tghtly packed gears, but wisely shows a litde
deference to the more severe changes of surface.
As we turn around at the far end and 1 get my
breath back, [ wonder aloud how on earth he did
this in somewhere like Kielder Forest-at night.

“I don't know!" he chuckles. “I must have
been crazy.” And with that, we're away again,
Alén now pushing a little harder, cutting comers
here and there, backing off less for the many
cresis. Not once does the Lancia feel unseriled
~ it punches out of corners with phenomenal
traction and instant power delivery.

We roll back into the service area, Alén suill
wearing his Aviator shades and looking as if
he’s done nothing more than nip to the shops.
1t’s difficult to relate the idyllic scene, with red-
tled roofs dotted in the valley below and church
bells ringing in the distance, to the thrilling
violence of the past few minutes.

This particular $4, chassis 207, is the very
one that Alén drove on the 1985 RAC Rally. The
following year, it was campaigned in the Euro-
pean Championship by Fabnizio Tabaton then,
n "87 and '88, Gian Bardsta Rosella took it to
victory in the European Autocross series. Now

7
-

owned by arch-enthusiast Massimo Arsi, it's
recently been restored to 1983 specification
and today’s ‘relaunch’ has reunited many
members of the old factory team.

It'sa crew that Alén knows well, having spent
16 vears with Fiat, eight of which were at Lancia:
“I actually had the chance to go with Ford and
Fiat in 1973, but Ford already had guys like
[Hannu] Mikkola. Who knows why I lasted so
long with them? Maybe I'm a spaghetti guy™

The S4was a relarive latecomer to the Group
B arms race. A teamn at Abarth led by Pier Paclo
Messori started work in early 1983, with the first
chassis being built in December. Its sheer
complexity led to a number of delays, and not
until June 1984 did the car make its test debur,
at Mandria in the hands of Giorgio Pianta.

Initially bearing at least some resemblance
o Gilorgetto Giugiaro’s roadgoing Delta, the
early rally cars shared only the windscreen, rear
lights and front grille with the production vari-
ant, while beneath the cutting-edge carbonfibre
and Kevlar bodywork was a rigid tubular space-
frame that weighed only 98kg.

The mid-mounted engine was the first to be
designed by the Fiat Group specifically for
rallying. The all-alloy 1759cc unit featured four
valves per cylinder and twin overhead camshafis,

but that wasn't the really clever bir.

Lancia used its experience with
supercharging, gained via its

Volumex models, and blended it

with turbocharging in a bid o

eliminate the lag associated with
employing just the latter. Up to
3500rpm, the blower works on its own;
from there to §500rpm, the turbo gradually
joins in. Between 5500rpm and 9500rpm, the
supercharger is bypassed so that it can idle and
not drain any more of the engine's power,
leaving the turbocharger tw take over.

“The suspension was derived from that used on
the 037, but the biggest change was the adoption
of four-wheel drive. That necessitated a front-
end redesign, with the spring/damper assembly
having to be moved back because of the need w
accommodate the driveshafts.

“I did 1000km of testing on gravel,” remem-
bers development driver Walter Rostagno, “and
it needed a lot of work, mostly on the suspension
because at first it was very difficult to drive.
There was no power steering and no front
limited-slip diff at that dme. It was completely
different to the [roadgoing| Delra’ 4x4 system.”

The development of power-assisted steering

meant that the engineers could fita limited-slip

diff at the front,
which transformed the
car’s handling. There was another one at
the rear, and the torque distribution between
the axles could also be vanied.

“With the 037, rear-wheel drive was always
a handicap,” explains Alén. “It was not really
possible ro win on snow or gravel. We were very
late with the 54, but I gotused toitvery quickly.”

Extensive aerodynamic testing was needed,
though. Beginning in Fiats Orbassano wind
unne! in March 1984, work centred on reducing
drag - the frontal area was larger than thatof the
037 - and front-end lift, which caused high-speed
understeer. Efforts contimeed right up unal the
545 World Championship debut on the 1985
RAC Rally, which started on 24 November -
homeologation having been granted that month.

“To be honest, it wasn't really ready by the
time of the RAC,” says engineer Roberto

Vittone, who, like everyone else
here, pronounces RAC ‘rack’. “The
cars suffered from an engine vibra-
tion, and changing one took three

hours. It was very bad. The last

important pieces were still arriving
when the cars were already loaded in
the trucks ready for the RAC!"
“There was no real expectation of getting
both Alén and team-mate Henri Toivonen to
the finish, buritwas Lancia’s rivals that hit rou-
ble first. Audi's Walter Rohrl and Hannu
Mikkola both retred during a busy couple of
days that took crews from Nottingham to Wales
and back, and Alén led the way. Toivonen was
lying third, the S4s split by the heroic Tony
Pond, cheered to the rafters by the home crawd
as he gave the Metro 6R4 itsown WRC debut

“Team boss Cesare Florio pressed mechanics
o renew components wherever possible, which
led to a ferocious workload.

“We had a clutch problem on Henri%s car at
Doningron Park while we were running firstand
secand,” says Vittone. “We were really dght for
time at service, and to work on the clutch and
engine you had to remove the driver’s seat. We
got it done, but Henri told us not to waste ime
bolting the seat back in - we just placed it in

Abaove left: Alén in chassis
207 onthe 1985 RAC
Rally. He won 27 stages
out of the 63, but was
pipped by team-mate
Henri Taivonen. Above:
five-speed gearbax has

2 magnesium hausing and
transmits drive through

a twin-plate AP clutch

Left: Markku Alén in his
former affice - the tail
Finnish ace won rallies
for Lancia aboard Stratos,
037, 54, Delta HF and
Integrale. Nate the rally
tripmeter and radio sited
ahead of the co-driver
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omologation requirements have given us some great road cars b U B i 2 0 1 7

over the years, few more so than this month’s Group B quartet. "

Even in this small sample, there are varying degrees of practicality,
from the relatively sensible Audi Sport quattro to the utterly bonkers
Metro 6R4, but that's always been the case with this sort of machinery. In
the late "90s, sports-car racing attempted to stick to a G'T formula, which
began to go out the window when Mercedes and Porsche were required
to build only 25 ‘roadgoing’ examples of the wild CLK-GTR and GT1.

Homologation cars were still fairly practical 50-odd years ago, with
the likes of the 970cc Mini Cooper ‘5’ and Lotus Cortina being the
forerunners of the performance models that filled the Group A ranks in
the "80s. In Touring Cars, it gave us the likes of the Sierra Cosworth,
while the Delta Integrale dominated the post-Group B rallying landscape.
All fabulous cars, and rightly cherished today, but somehow the short-

lived generation of monstrous rally machinery from the mid-'80s retains
something extra. Sheer charisma, greater rarity, or simply the association
with a category still regarded with awe 30 years after its demise? Whatever
it is, they all make an enthusiast’s heart beat a lintle faster — especially when
gathered in one place, as in our cover feature. Writer Simon Charlesworth
still hasn’t come down from that particular high. JAMES PAGE

Flying with Delta Online offerings

Visiting [taly is always 2 pleasure, even more S0 when it's for 2
ride in a Lancia Delta 54. Photographer James Mann and | were
picked up by a chap who clearly thought he was Nuvolari and
delighted in seeing how fast he could get through outostrada
toll boaths. After lunch (meat. bread, pasta, pudding...) we
headed for the hills. where Markku Alén fell into the banter
that exists between drivers, mechanics and engineers. "He won't
taie off over the crest? said Roberto Vittone with a smile. He's
very old” As shown an p102, thaugh, Aldn is still a Flying Finn. 66 The Retromobile classic
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Alén (third from right) and Vittone next to car) during our shoat
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